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Viessage ffrom the Pastoy

Proverbs 3:5-6 (The Message Bible)

Trust God from the bottom of your heart; don’t try to figure out everything on your own.
Listen for God’s voice in everything you do, everywhere you go; He’s the one who will keep
you on track.

Happy New Year Church!

together, and what a crazy five years it has been. | came to serve just as this church, along
with the Massena community, were coming out of the COVID pandemic. From there we have
experienced some great joys, concerns, challenges, and God’s wonderful blessings. We have grown not just in numbers,
but with new ministries and an open heart to God'’s creative plans.

As we enter year 6, my prayer is that God continues to do amazing work through our church, and | wish to invite
everyone to prayerfully ask what | can continue to do or is there something new | am feeling called to do? I kindly remind
everyone that | may be the pastor, but God is the head and this is His church as we are all called to serve. It is because we
grow in our faith that we can help our church grow and | thank everyone for their dedication towards our church.

Thank you to everyone who has worked and continues to work together as we are following Jesus’ call to love our
neighbor, serve others and grow in faith. May God’s love and abiding grace continue to work through our ministries so that
others may see the love of Christ and feel blessed to be a part of our wonderful church family. Thank you all for your hard
work, dedication and sharing your gifts with Massena First. | invite everyone to continue to pray for our church as we all
trust God to lead us into the future and let the Holy Spirit guide us.

Blessed to be your pastor,
Reverend CoriJ. Louden.
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JULY BIRTHDAYS
7/11  Greg Mockry

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
8/9 Vicki Connor

7/14  Terrianna Kerr 8/9 Connie Spencer
7/15 Elaine Marschean 8/11 Sherry Barkley
7/23 Tiffany Powell 8/13 John Norman
7/28 Barbara Reid 8/14 Mickey Spencer
July 31 Vicki Rowe 8/26  Sharon Smythe

8/27 Kate Connor
8/28 Tammy Kerr

JULY ANNIVERSARIES AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
7/17 Greg/Sheila Mockry 8/3 Ed/Karen Lalonde
8/13 Jlohn/Wendy
Harvey
8/14 Randy/Betsy Stout

Ot chE Al

We are meeting to plan for the Kidz Karnival in August.
With a few new members on our team we have some new and
exciting ideas for what we may be able to do with the Karnival.

July we will begin collecting school supplies to bring to the
Ready-4-School event.

Thank you to all who contributed to the Feminine Hygiene
Products collection. We donated the items which will be put
into a kit for girls to have during the summer.

We would love more volunteers. If you have an interest
and passion for reaching out and serving our community,
please see Pastor Cori or Kathy Perry. Together we can make a
difference in our community.

B Feminine hygiene products
e & donated to the school.

2ellls ame Clhols

We were busy rehearsing and getting ready for the summer
months with new music and songs. Welcome to Alison Barkley
as she joins our choir for the summer months. If you would
like to try your hand at singing with the choir, please join us.
We love to sing.

The bell choir rehearses every week and tries to play at least
once per month. We hope to have a few more people to join
us. You just need to be able to read music. We can teach you
the rest. Please see Sandy Donaldson if you are interested.

Our rehearsal schedule for the adult choir is Tuesdays at
4:00pm for bells and 4:45pm for choir. However, we also re-
hearse Sunday mornings at 10:00, if Tuesday evenings do no
work. Come join in the fun. All are welcome to be part of the
group.

Thank you to all of those who bring bottles and cans for re-
cycling. The money raised
goes toward any expenses
we have for music or other

Clrfistilan Ecweaiion

Sunday School is over until Fall. Our plan is to return to the
fellowship hall this Fall and continue with our Bible study
workbook with a message, questions and activities to reinforce
the message.

We will meet again in August to plan out the agenda for the
upcoming year. We are looking for individuals who may want
to get involved with Sunday School. It is a great time and op-
portunity to share the word of God with our young people.

S CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION

HUbUpdate

Our next Mission Hub Planning Meeting will take place on
Wednesday, July 1, at 6:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome to
attend, either in person or via Zoom.

The Mission Hub continues to explore new ways to serve
our community. We are currently working with local partners
to better understand needs for cleaning supplies and personal
care items and how these resources might best be distributed
to individuals and families in our area. The team recently re-
ceived more than 50 personal hygiene kits from the Upper New
York Conference that will be used to support local needs.

We are also continuing to identify and evaluate local service
projects so please feel free to reach out if you are in need of
assistance. We are grateful for our team members who are
pursuing additional training to strengthen our ability to serve.
Thank you for your ongoing prayers and support of the Mission
Hub’s ministry in our community.

Stay connected with the Mission Hub by following updates
on our Facebook page or by emailing us at mis-
sionhub.massena@gmail.com. You may also contact Kate Con-
nor with any questions or if you are interested in getting in-
volved.

MISSIO
MINDED
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Thank you to all the volunteers who helped make Kidz Kickstart
a success.

SPRC Repert for Summer

We met in April and May to discuss how everything is going
with our employees. Pastor Cori’s new hours seem to be
working out ok.

We looked at what is going on in the church and talked
about what we need to get things accomplished.

Our committee is the conduit between the congregation
and the Pastor and the employees of the church. We need to
be able to represent all voices within our church community. If
there are concerns, issues, suggestions or just a pat on the
back for any of our employees, please bring it to any member
of our committee.

Working together we will move Massena First in the direc-
tion that God is calling us as we are: Following Jesus’ Call to
Love our Neighbors, Serve others and Grow in Faith.

Committee members are: Kathy Perry, Shirley Lamb, Barb
Reid, Charlotte Aiken, Betsy Stout, Carole Norman, Elaine
Marschean and Kate Connor.

SPPRC
Staff Pastor Parish
Relations Committee

The last day of Kidz Kickstart. We will return in September.
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Trusiees’ Updaie

A BIG thank you to all the Trustees who played a part in the
Spring Clean-up, getting the church grounds ready for a new
mowing season, and to all those who have volunteered your
time to keep our campus looking neatly manicured! The Trus-
tees last met on April 26" with a long list of action items on
the agenda.

Pending Projects:

Fellowship Hall Heating- We have received three proposal bids
for renovating the heating system in the Fellowship Hall and
are thoughtfully considering how they will facilitate use of this
building in the future. We are hoping to meet in June to dis-
cuss acceptance or modification of one of the proposals so
plans can begin for arranging the funding of this major project.

If there is something you see on the church property that
needs attention of the Trustees, please report it to Scott Mar-
schean, Molly Hopper, Ralph Bathelt, Randy Stout, Jerry Aiken,
Vern Dandrew or Kathy Perry.

Clinmrel Commel

In May Church Council began to prayerfully reflect on what
we each believed to be Our church’s strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities and obstacles as a step in our visioning process.
Our next step will be to come up with a survey for everyone in
the congregation in hopes to gain further insight. More infor-
mation will come within the next couple of months.

) COUNCIL

Finence Updatis

2026 is already half over and pledges and donations are
coming in steady. All of our bills have been paid and we are
starting to look at themes for our 2027 campaign. However,
we will be looking at our financial condition as our utility bills
for the winter have been out of sight and the money we budg-
eted for the year has been spent already. We will need to look
at ways to conserve on utility costs and other expenses for the
church.

Half-year financial statements will go out in July. If you
have any questions about where you are with your pledge,
please see Fae Colby.

Below is the money we have in our savings accounts for
targeted purposes. Some of the money indicated is through
grants we have written and received.

e Kidz Kickstart  $2099.92
e Mission Hub  $872.91

e Mission Trip  $341.30

e Mission Outreach $756.34
e  Memorials $1581.46

We are also looking for a few new members of our Finance
Team. If you have any interest, please see Barb Reid. The
committee meets only a few times a year to set the budget,
review our spending and to do our year-end reports.

"July is hollyhocks and hammocks, fireworks and vacations,
hot and steamy weather, cool and refreshing swims, beach
picnics, and vegetables all out of the garden.”

“In August, the earth prepares for a new chapter amid the
gentle farewell to summer.”

Iz [Xlelsiart

We have been having so much fun with our western theme.
The kids have enjoyed investigating bible characters to deter-
mine if what they are accused of is wrong do their actions
prove they are innocent. For example, we learned that Daniel
refused to worship an earthy king instead of God and the kids
determined that Daniel was in fact innocent as we are only to
worship God.

The kids also enjoyed some fun crafts, entertaining worship
music and exciting games. Our Western theme will come to an
end in June, and we plan to take a small break for the summer
and return in the fall.

I would like to thank all those who have helped make our
first year a success. We have made some changes since Sep-
tember, but | am very proud of what the kidz team has done
and I’'m excited for the future.

This summer the plan is to come up with a schedule from
September to June 2027 with all the themes, crafts, games and
food. It is our plan to come up with a volunteer schedule with
the hope that if anyone would like to help one Thursday, we
would love for you to sign up.

Thank you congregation for supporting what has become a
different style of service for our church, but I can say in all con-
fidence we are making a spiritual difference in these families
lives and it’s a blessing to see how God is working through Kidz
Kickstart.




