
 

  
 

 
 
 

Massena First UMC exists to Serve the Greater Community; Connect with Jesus; and  
Journey in Faith Together. 

 
 

Greetings Church Family, 

 Have you ever taken a journey where all you wanted to do was just get there? I remem-
ber as a kid I would say “I can’t wait till I grow up” and now I realized how special I had it as a 
kid. How easy is it for us to wish our life away or how many of us reach a destination only to find 
that there’s still a lot more to the journey ahead? How many of us have said or thought, “once I 
get here things will be fine,” or “I just need to get through this and the rest will be easy.”  
 The reality is there is a thing called “arrival fallacy” which makes us believe once we 
achieve this moment all will be good or once I get to this destination things will be great. Then 
once we reach those destinations, we find ourselves discouraged because this point was not what we thought it was. 
 The same can be said about our faith journey and how many times we have found ourselves falling into the 
same sinful trap. How many times we have thought that we are so broken and flawed that we lose hope in being that 
“perfect Christian.” 
 Well, this Lent I will be leading us in a sermon series titled “Are We There Yet?” and the theme is reminding us 
of it’s not about the destination of being that “perfect Christian,” but rather, the journey of spiritual growth. We all are 
human and we are all capable of making mistakes.  We will find ourselves vulnerable to our selfish desires and yet, we 
are blessed because no matter our detours we take in our spiritual life, Jesus is ready to help us when we get lost. This 
sermon series will take us on a journey to help us savor our uniquely human journey without the pressure of arrival, as 
we reconnect with the God of Jesus Christ who leads us in the way, providing sustenance, meaning and hope through 
all our ups and downs.  
 I invite you to join us on this journey that will start on February 22nd and take us all the way to Easter. I also 
invite you to bring a friend who may be lost on their journey and with a little help of our fellowship, we can help them 
find the ultimate tour guide in Jesus Christ. May it be so. Amen.  
 

Reverend Cori J. Louden  
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
Feb. 3 Frank Hutt 
Feb. 8 Becky Glover 
Feb. 12 Bob Perry 
Feb. 17 Everett Hampton 
Feb. 19 Paulette Reid 
Feb. 28 Pat Donahue 
 
FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
Feb. 4 Bob/Kathy Perry 

 
 
  
    
   We have been singing every week under the direction of 
Sandy Donaldson.  It has been a pleasure to all sing together.  
We are trying some new music in our rehearsals. 
Our bell choir rehearses every week and tries to play at least 
once per month. We hope to have a few more people to join 
us.  You just need to be able to read music.  We can teach you 
the rest. Please see Sandy Donaldson if you are interested. 
Our rehearsal schedule for the adult choir is Tuesdays at 4 for 
bells and 4:45 for choir.  However, we also rehearse on Sunday 
mornings at 10:00,  if Tuesday evenings do not work.  Come 
join in the fun.  All are welcome to be part of our group. 
   Thank you to all of those who bring bottles 
and cans for recycling.  The money raised 
goes toward any expenses we have for music 
or other items we need.  We have just pur-
chased new music stands for the sanctuary.  
This way our bell choir does not have to 
move stands from the choir room to the 
sanctuary every month. 

    
  
    
 
   Our committee had its first meeting of the new year last 
week.  It has developed a timetable for what we need to do in 
the new year to make sure we are the best employer we can 
be and that we respond to any concerns about our employees 
that are brought forward. 
   Our committee is the conduit between the congregation and 
the Pastor and the employees of the church.  We need to be 
able to represent all voices within our church community.  If 
there are concerns, issues, suggestions or just a pat on the 
back for any of our employees, please bring it to any member 
of our committee.   
   Working together we will move Massena 
First in the direction that God is calling us 
as we are:  Following Jesus’ Call to Love our 
Neighbors, Serve others and Grow in Faith. 
 
Committee members are:  Kathy Perry, 
Shirley Lamb, Barb Reid, Charlotte Aiken, 
Betsy Stout,   Carole Norman, Elaine Marschean and Kate Con-
nor. 

 
 
 
The Trustees last met on the 18th of January- Here are the 
highlights of the meeting. 
 
The scheduled meeting was interrupted by an announcement 
of “no heat in the Fellowship Hall” which mobilized the Trus-
tees to investigate the boiler room of the Fellowship Hall.  
There being no easily discernable solution to the no heat prob-
lem, the emergency switch was activated to shut down the 
boilers, the thermostats were shut off to turn off the circulating 
pumps and the mini-split A/C blowers were activated in their 
heater mode to protect the pipes from freezing overnight.  A 4-
hour service call from Cornerstone the next morning restored 
heat to the main floor of the Fellowship Hall.  The boiler system 
in the Fellowship Hall is 31 years old and will need attention in 
the very near future to maintain this facility as a structure 
which serves God, our community and us. 
 
Pending Projects: 
We are still patiently waiting (and praying for) a break in the 
weather so replacement of the church roof can begin along 
with repairs to the parsonage chimney and Fellowship Hall 
kitchen exhaust vents.  Please join with us in prayer that these 
repairs will happen in God’s perfect timing. 
Options to facilitate Chris’s independent access to the Parson-
age are being investigated by the Trustees, namely installation 
of an ADA compliant ramp or a vertical lift. 
 
If there is something you see on the church property that 
needs attention of the Trustees, please report it to Scott Mar-
schean, Molly Hopper, Ralph Bathelt or Kathy Perry. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

    

   Sister Smith invited the children to come forward around the 
altar for an object lesson using squirrels as an example of in-
dustry and planning ahead.  She requested that the boys and 
girls raise their hands when they knew what she was describ-
ing. 

   “This thing lives in trees (pause) and eats nuts (pause).”  No 
hands went up.  “It is gray (pause) and has a long bushy tail 
(pause).”  The children looked at each other, but no hands 
were raised.  “And it jumps from branch to branch (pause) and 
chatters when it gets excited (pause).” 

   Finally, a little boy tentatively raised his hand.  Sister Smith 
breathed a sign of relief and called on him.  “Well,” he said, “I 
know the answer must be Jesus, but it sure sounds more like a 
squirrel to me.” 
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   The committee has been busy planning outreach activities for 
the upcoming year. As you are aware, we are collecting per-
sonal care items to give to the high school for their closet.  
They will distribute those items to those who need them.  
   We have started on a new adventure.  It is called Glam Side 
Boutique.  Partnering with the school, we are collecting dress-
es, suits, tuxes, purses, shoes, accessories to be distributed to 
girls and boys who are going to the prom. If you have any 
items you would like to donate, please drop them off at 
church.  If you would like to volunteer, please see Val, Bonnie, 
or Kathy and let them know.  We will begin hanging and 
sorting dresses and other items this week.   
   We are planning on the next event which is a Spring Fling.  
Our hope is to make this the best event as a kick off for the 
new year with a stronger faith component to it. 
   We would love more volunteers.  If you have an interest and 
passion for reaching out and serv-
ing our community, please see 
Pastor Cori or Kathy Perry.  Togeth-
er we can make a difference in our 
community. 
 

 

 
 
 
   Monthly Mission Hub Planning Meetings are held on the first 
Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. Our next meeting will 
take place on February 4. Everyone is welcome to attend, ei-
ther in person or via Zoom.  
   We are excited to share that 182 cleaning buckets are now 
filled with supplies and ready to deploy in the event of a disas-
ter.  
   Plans are also underway for our first local mission projects. 
In the coming weeks, we will be reaching out to the congrega-
tion to identify simple home projects that we may be able to 
undertake, as well as individuals interested in volunteering. 
Please stay tuned for further communication.  
   Connecting Neighbors training sessions are still in develop-
ment. These sessions will focus on preparedness planning 
across a variety of topics and will be held immediately follow-
ing Sunday worship. To ensure a strong and successful rollout, 
the start dates have been postponed. We are currently aiming 
for February 15 and February 22, with additional details—
including session topics—coming soon. This will allow partici-
pants to choose the sessions that are most meaningful to 
them.  
   Stay connected with the Mission Hub by following updates 
on our Facebook page or by emailing us at mis-
sionhub.massena@gmail.com. You may also contact Kate 
Connor with any questions or if you are 
interested in getting involved.  

 
 
 
 

****************************** 
“New month, new intentions, new goals, new love, 
new light, and new beginnings.”  
                               – April Mae Monterrosa  
 
 

 
 
 
 

   The world never needed Lent as it needs it now.  Life is so 
strenuous and our pace so rapid.  “The world is too much with 
us.”  We are so apt to forget that we have immortal spirits.  
Lent teaches us to be still and sense the presence of God, and 
listen to the still, small voice.  An observance of this blessed 
season cannot but make us better, stronger, purer, and saner, 
as it prepares us for the life that shall endless be. 
 
   The Lenten season is not a call to exotic devotion, but a call 
back to normal religious living.  It is because we have not been 
living it as we should that we need these periods of concentra-
tion on spiritual values. 
 
   All that was taught by the Passover is realized in the Lord’s 
Supper and the death which it commemorates.  Deliverance 
from bondage, safety behind the sprinkled blood, fellowship 
around the life-giver—all these the simple feast sets forth and 
confirms.  Jesus is the host, we are his welcomed guests, and 
there is never any lack of provision at His table. 
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1. Card Ministry – Is going well.   Have heard from several peo-
ple who received the card how much it meant to them.  Please 
get to Vicki names of people needing cards either sick, sympa-
thy or just thinking about you. 
2.  Welcoming - We have decided to keep bulletins downstairs 
and only a few upstairs for those who come in late.  There are 
magnets and gifts for anyone who is interested.  If you would 
like to be part of the team greeting and welcoming, please see 
Nancy Manley.  
3. Hospitality – The January Fellowship Lunch was a chili cook-
off.  We had 14 different types of chili which were enjoyed by 
everyone who attended.  Tess won the prize for his chili which 
featured fruit in it!!! But it was delicious.  For February we will 
be doing a Super Bowl themed lunch.  Bring your favorite foot-
ball snack and let’s enjoy a fun time.  We are looking at other 
ideas for Fellowship lunches.  If you can think of a theme or 
something that would be fun, please bring it to anyone on the 
committee. 
4. Open House -  We spent quite a bit of time talking about 
how to invite people in and do something special.  Here is 
what we are thinking: 
     Fire pit and fire in parking lot.  Cook hot dogs and sing a 
couple songs.  When??? 
     Open house - do article for the paper inviting people to 
come check us out.  We could have the following:  choir, bells, 
kids, scouts, hub, other stuff - scavenger hunt, tours - Come 
and See Who We are and what we do?  When????   
      During the summer months, have worship in the park and 
advertise in North Country Now.  Also consider doing outdoor 
worship in our parking lot. 
5. Brochures – We have revamped all of the brochures with 
information about our church.   Will be reviewing them at this 
month’s meeting. 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
   The last four months have seen a major transition from the 
original plan for Messy Thursday to a more defined program 
now called Kidz Kickstart.  When we first visioned the program, 
it was a family friendly service on a Thursday night centered 
around a Veggie Tales video.  What we found after a week was 
that the video was too long and it was not working so we shift-
ed the format to one of reading a story and having stations 
related to that story. We started out at two Thursdays per 
month but, as October came to a close, we added a third week 
for November and December.  Our attendance the first week 
was 5 kids with their families.  It grew to a high of 11 kids with 
their families.   
   The team met in December to review the program and decid-
ed we needed to rename the program so that people outside 
our church would know what it was.  That is how the idea of 
Kidz Kickstart came about. We also decided that we wanted to 
offer it every week.  So in December we worked on revising 
and readvertising our program.  On January 8th we started the 
new program with the new name.  We had 19 kids and their 
families at this program.  It was exactly what we were hoping 
for.  We will continue to refine the program to be sure it meets 
the needs of the families that are coming. 
 
Below is a picture of the game that we played on January 8th.  
It was catch the snowball and answer a question about God.  It 
was a great time. 

 

 
 
 
 

   The Church is a religious home, a sanctuary for worship, a school for religious instruction, a fighting unit for the new world that is 
building.  It is a social center of the highest type, since it gathers into relations of mutual helpfulness people of every age and condi-
tion, and since it adds to the attractions of the ordinary club the power of religion and the generous sympathies of the altruistic 
impulse.  The Church is the most broadening organization among people, since its vision is to the ends of the world whither the 
gospel is being carried, and since its citizenship is in heaven as well as in the earth. 
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