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Massena First UMC exists to Serve Massena, Connect with Jesus, and Journey in Faith.

Psalm 8
O LORD, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory above the heavens. Out
of the mouths of babes and infants you have founded a bulwark because of your foes, to silence the enemy and the
avenger. When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have established;
what are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for them? Yet you have made them a
little lower than God, and crowned them with glory and honor. You have given them dominion over the works of
your hands; you have put all things under their feet, all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, the birds of
the air, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas. O LORD, our Sovereign, how majestic is
your name in all the earth!
Greetings Church Family,
From the passage above, it is easy to forget how precious we are to our God who created us. The Earth was
given to us so my friends we must continue to be mindful so we can take great care of this precious gift. Fall is the season when the trees begin to change into beautiful colors and the days become shorter. It is a time of hoodies, blankets
and bonfires. It is the perfect season to remember the beauty of this Earth.
Fall is the perfect season to remind us that we are God’s children, we are precious, we are loved and we were
created for this world. This is our home and yet it can be very easy to forget we have a loving God. Our society offers
the perfect distraction that will cause us to lose sight of what’s truly important and that is our faith. Our faith in God is
all we need and yet, how easy it is to lose sight with a world of conflict, division and hate.
As the trees begin to transform into beautiful colors, let that be an image to remind us that God sees that
beauty in us. As the days become shorter and we gather around bonfires with friends, let us remember that the light
of Christ can pierce through any darkness. As we snuggle in our blankets with a good book and herbal tea, let that remind us that the Holy Spirit is the blanket for our soul. When we go through difficult times the Holy Spirit can wrap us
in a spiritual blanket so we can feel comforted and perhaps protected.
My friends, as we all enjoy the beautiful season of Fall. let us also take it as a time to reflect on our faith. Let us
feel the warmth of God as nature transitions into the next season. Let us be encouraged to rely on God more and let us be challenged to grow in our faith. The
Earth is our home and was given to us by an all loving God; we are truly blessed.

Blessed to be your pastor,
Cori J. Louden.
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
October 3
October 4
October 6
October 10
October 17
October 18
October 20
October 21
October 23
October 28

Megan Mayette
Anna Hendershot
Dan Henry; Richard Goolden
Roberta Donahue
Danny Farnsworth
Ethan Stierheim
Deborah Hendershot
Brittany Clausen
Mary Weinert; John Harvey
Tyler Mockry

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES
October 6
October 10

Chris/Katina LaBrake
Steve/Bethany Booth
Anthony/Anna Hendershot

The Prayer and Care Team met in September to discuss
members of our congregation and decide who we need to
follow up with. Since our job is to keep in touch with our
church members and guests who may be sick, home or
nursing home bound, or just need a little special attention, we hope to be able to stay on top of that list. We
have sent out cards, made phone calls and the pastor and
a member of team have made visits.
A concern that we addressed is that we did not always
feel the prayer list was up to date. We have suggested
that from this point forward a person will go on the prayer list for one week. If we need to keep someone on the
list, it is the responsibility of the person putting the individual on the list, to call the office and let Fae know that
we want the person to remain on the list.
Also, we are looking for new members of our team
who would like to reach out to those individuals. It can
be a card, a phone call, a visit and does not have to involve a large time commitment but is so important to
keep our church family connected. If you are interested
in being part of the team, please contact either Fae Colby
in the church office or Karen Lalonde to let them know.
We have set the last Wednesday of the month at 10:30
to be our standard meeting time.
Members of the team are: Karen Lalonde, Shirley Lamb,
Betsy Stout, Sandra Merchant, Bethany Booth, Sandy
Donaldson, Katina Thompson, Kathy Perry, Pastor Cori
Members of the team are: Karen
Lalonde, Shirley Lamb, Betsy Stout,
Sandra Merchant, Bethany Booth,
Sandy Donaldson, Katina Thompson,
Kathy Perry, Pastor Cori

Hello Everyone,
I would like to inform everyone that our Charge Conference is scheduled for November 20th at 2 p.m. Our
church will be hosting the Charge Conference this year,
with four other churches coming. Our church is
currently in the process of getting all of our paperwork
done to prepare for this year’s meeting.
Recently, the roof on the Fellowship Hall and Church
were fixed. They were damaged during a high wind
storm many months ago. Kathy will be submitting the
insurance claim paperwork.
The Nominations Committee is beginning to meet to
help identify individuals who will serve on various
committees for the coming year. If you have a passion to
serve Jesus through service in His church, please let
Pastor Cori or Kathy know, so that they are aware of
your interest. We are always looking for new people to
serve on our committees! As we move into 2023, we
want to ensure that all committees are doing great
things, and we need your talents and gifts. Together, we
can accomplish many things for the kingdom of God.
If at any time, you have anything that you think the
Church Council should consider to help grow the life of
the Church and help fulfill our mission, please contact
me at spbooth10@gmail.com. I would be glad to hear
your input and bring your suggestions to the Church
Council. Please note that you are always welcome to
attend our Church Council meetings. Our next meeting is
on Tuesday, October 11, 2022, at 6 p.m. in the
Martin Room.

Please don't forget to bring your children and grandchildren to Sunday School! Class will begin after the children's sermon and continue throughout the rest of the
worship service. Any child in pre-kindergarten through
high school seniors are welcome to attend!
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We have welcomed guests back into the Fellowship
Hall as of September 8. While it has been great having
guests again and conversations occurring, we are concerned that the numbers aren’t higher. We are going to
try to do some advertising and give it time to see if the
numbers will be better.
We received a couple donations this month. We received an anonymous donation to help support our program in whatever way we need plus we are the recipient
of additional support from the Food Bank as part of the
New York State Legislative Action for HPNAP Programs.
All of this will help us as we move forward over the year
with our meals.
If you would like to volunteer to help, please see Kathy
Perry. We can always use more help.
Community Meal team: Sandy Donaldson, Laura McGrath,
Ruth Grant, Lloyd and Corinna Bennett, Darcy Sharpe, Karen
Murray, Becky Glover plus many other
volunteers.

SPRC met in September to begin its work for the upcoming year. We discussed and agreed to the Pastor’s
salary for the upcoming year which will be presented at
the Charge Conference. In addition, we discussed our
other employees and what we can do to provide support
to them.
A concern was brought to our attention about the live
streaming of our service. The quality was not good and,
therefore, people quit watching it. It was suggested that
we update the congregation and our Facebook page to
include information that we are back in the sanctuary
and that our video and audio will be vastly improved.
This will be done.
Our committee is the conduit between the congregation and the Pastor and the employees of the church.
We need to be able to represent all voices within our
church community. If there are concerns, issues, suggestions or just a pat on the back for any of our employees
please bring it to any member of our committee.
Working together we will move Massena First in the
direction that God is calling us as we Serve Massena,
Connect with Jesus and Journey in Faith.
Committee members are: Kathy Perry,
Shirley Lamb, Barb Reid, Charlotte Aiken,
Betsy Stout, Nancy Manley, Corrina Bennett and Carole Norman
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We have been enjoying playing the bells for the last two
weeks of the service. In the future we will be playing at
least once a month but not weekly. In the meantime, we
are always looking for more players. All you have to be
able to do is read music. We can teach you the rest. Rehearsals are Tuesdays at 4:30 and generally last 30-45
minutes. Please consider joining us in this endeavor.
Choir is singing and plans to do so every week as long
as we have members who are present and able to sing.
Again, I invite you to join us if you have an interest. Rehearsals are Tuesday at 5:15 in the choir room.
Thank you to all who have been donating cans and
bottles to benefit our choir and our youth. We have put
the money into an account which will allow us to buy
new music and instruments as we may want.
If you have any interest in learning more, please see
either Sandy Donaldson or Josh Barkley. The more voices we have, the more varied music we can sing and play.

Please join us for a delicious fellowship lunch on the
following Sundays: October 2nd, November 6th, and
December 4th. The best part is that all you need to bring
is yourself and your
family! Please take the
time after church to
come to the fellowship
hall to catch up with
friends, have a tasty
lunch, and just relax
before another busy week begins.
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The Missions Team met in September to begin our
work for the upcoming year. We talked about our focus
and agree that we are externally focused, meaning we
reach outside the walls of the church to serve the community, the world and plan events and activities that will
bring people to our church. We did decide that we will
meet monthly on Wednesday at 1:00pm for anyone who
would like to join us.
Our next planned event is going to piggy back the Drug
Free Coalition’s Trunk or Treat. The event will be held on
October 29 from 12 – 2 in our parking lot. We are hoping
to have firepits (anyone have one we can use for the day)
so that we can cook hot dogs and s’mores. We would
like to have a few activities for the kids that come before
they head to Trunk or Treat—decorating pumpkins, and
other activities we have not yet settled on. We hope to
have cider and donuts and apples at the event as well.
More details will become available as we start to finalize
it. Please bring your children, grandchildren or kids at
heart.
If you have any ideas or suggestions, we would love to
hear from you or if you wish to join the team we would
love to have you. Please contact any member of the committee to express your interest or give your ideas. No
idea is too far out for our
committee to consider.
Committee members:
Katie Collette, Sandra
Merchant, Judy Wanke,
Katina Thompson, Karen Lalonde, Debbie Moody, Jessica , Kathy Perry

Saturday, December 10th from 1:30pm-4:30pm we are
hoping to have a "Parent's Afternoon Off" but we need
your help for this to happen! Our goal is to give parents
and caregivers a few hours to themselves during the busy
Holiday season as we care for and entertain their children! Meetings for this will take
place in early November, so
please stay tuned for details! Interested? Please contact Pastor
Cori, Kathy Perry, or Bethany
Booth.
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It has been awhile since we have had church t-shirts!
Wearing a church t-shirt (which will include our beautiful
logo!) is a great way to show your love for our church in
the community. Here is the scoop:
*Order forms with all of the details will be in your bulletins on October 16th and October 23rd. If you miss that,
don't worry! Last minute shoppers can get an order form
at church from Bethany Booth as late as the deadline,
which is on October 30th.

*Not coming to church but would still like a shirt? No
problem! Please contact Bethany Booth before October
30th via her email bethanyjbooth@gmail.com or call her
at (518) 319-6610.
*More details about color, price, etc will be in the order
form! Please be aware that shirts for kids as well as adult
sizes ranging from x-small through 5xl are available.
*Bethany is the only person collecting orders. Please plan to see
her in church on one of the 3
dates listed above, or contact her
if you need to make a different
arrangement!

(Note—the t-shirt will not look like this—this is just a
clipart of a Methodist t-shirt)

The Ten Commandments were the subject of Miss Dixie’s Sunday school lesson for five and six year olds. After
explaining “Honor thy father and thy mother,” Miss Dixie
asked, “Is there a commandment that teaches us how to
treat our brothers and sisters?”
Without missing a beat,
little Cindy answered,
“Thou shalt not kill!”
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A concern has been raised with the church about the
online service over the summer. We were aware that
there were some issues and worked to get them resolved
which, unfortunately, we were not able to do. Now that
we are back in the sanctuary, you should notice that our
service is being streamed live and the quality of both the
picture and the sound is greatly improved. We purchased and installed a very good system to allow us to
broadcast our service. If you were one of the ones who
was frustrated with our live stream and chose to no longer watch, please give us another chance. We have made
major improvements and the quality is exceptional.

We wish to thank you for donating your bottles and cans to
the church to benefit the choir and the youth group. It is greatly appreciated! By doing so, it allows us
to update our music, as well as assist
the youth group.

October Quote of the Month
“Ah, Lovely October, as you usher in the season that awakens my soul, your awesome
beauty compels my spirit to soar like a leaf
caught in an autumn breeze and my heart
to sing like a heavenly choir.”
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This fall we will begin meeting again to find individuals who
want to serve on our committees and teams. We have not met
since last fall but were very happy with the number of people
who stepped up to work on teams that supported our church
mission.
If you are interested in serving on any team or committee,
please contact any member of the team or let Fae Colby know
and she will pass on the information. We would ideally like to
have everyone involved in some
group.

Committee Members: Pastor Cori, Corinna Bennett, Karen Lalonde,
Katina Thompson

We have not met in several months as we took the summer
to rest and relax. But now it’s time to get back to work. We
help the Pastor plan the worship service and get volunteers to
help with tech, communion and help with decorating the sanctuary.
If you are interested in being part of the team, we hope to
meet in the next two weeks to start planning for the fall. After
all, September 11 is Back to Church Sunday and we want it to
be special - as we hope every Sunday is. If you are interested in
being part of this team, contact any team member or Fae Colby who will get the information to the appropriate person.
Team Members: Pastor Cori, Sandy Donaldson, Nancy Manley, Josh Barkley, Lloyd
Bennett, Karen Lalonde,

― Peggy Toney Horton

“It is very important that children learn from their fathers and mothers how to love one
another — not in the school, not from the teacher, but from you. It is very important that
you share with your children the joy of that smile. There will be misunderstandings; every
family has its cross, its suffering. Always be the first to forgive with a smile. Be cheerful,
be happy.”

—Mother Teresa

