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Massena First UMC exists to Serve Massena, Connect with Jesus, and Journey in Faith.

Greetings Church Family,
Where did the summer go? I pray that everyone had a safe few months as we enjoyed the
warm weather and beautiful sunshine. September is the time when people go back to their usual
routine and it is my hope that we all include church with that. On September 11 we are having our
Back to Church Sunday and I would like to invite everyone to please come back! We are working
hard to bring back both our choir for every Sunday and bell choir at least once a month. We will also
be meeting in the Sanctuary once again and we now have a chair lift to assure that everyone can
join us up there.
Along with the choir and bell choir we have volunteers who are willing to help keep our Sunday School program going and that will also start on September 11th. The plan is for the kids to join
through half the service and then we will dismiss them after their children’s time. If you know anyone with kids who would also like to join us, we would love to have them so please step out and ask.
Sometime in the fall I will be leading a membership class for those who would like to become
a member of this church. You do not need to be a member to attend our services, events, outreaches and you can participate in some of our committees, but we encourage people to become members so they can be included in all activities. There are times we need to have a church conference
to vote and only church members are allowed to have a vote. There are also some committees that
require a certain amount, if not all attendees, to be members. If you are not a member yet, prayerfully consider joining and there will be more information at our September 11th Back to Church Sunday!
As students and teachers prepare to go back to school, let us all prepare to come back to
church. I am excited to see what we can do this fall as we figure out new ways to Serve Massena
so that others can connect with Jesus and we can all journey in our faith together!
Blessed to be your pastor,
Pastor Cori J. Louden.
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
September 3
September 7
September 11
September 12
September 14
September 17
September 19
September 20
September 23
September 26
September 27
September 29

Stephen Donahue
Betsy Stout
Katrina Oberholzer
Allen Pettapiece
Briella Tressa
Linda Weegar
Alayna Hendershot; Jack Trego
Sandra Donaldson; Shirley Lamb
Steven David
Joshua Barkley
Chris Louden
Claudia Devreaux; Valerie Littlejohn

We are holding our annual cabbage roll sale to benefit the
church and the community meal.
The sale will be held on Saturday, September 24 starting at
8:00am until all are sold. They will be $5.00 each this year.
You can pre-order your cabbage rolls by calling 315-769-8036
and placing your order then.
Also...if you wish to donate fixings for these, please sign up
on the sheet provided starting September 11. This will alleviate some of the cost of making these rolls .
Thank you!

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
September 2
September 7
September 16

Jeff/Michelle Sochia
George/Carolyn Love
Allen/Janice Pettapiece

The Prayer and Care Team has been working to keep in
touch with our church members and guests who may be sick,
home or nursing home bound, or just need a little special attention. We have sent out cards, made phone calls and the pastor
and a member of the team have made visits.
In addition, our team is working to stay in touch with new
people coming to church. We will be getting the list from Fae
of who visited our church the previous week and follow up with
them with additional information. We want to make our visitors feel welcome in our church.
Also, we are looking for new members of our team who
would like to reach out to those individuals. It can be a card, a
phone call, a visit and does not have to involve a large time
commitment but is so important to keep our church family connected. If you are interested in being part of the team, please
contact either Fae Colby in the church office or Karen Lalonde
to let them know.
If you have suggestions of things we can do to keep in touch
with members of the church we have not seen in a bit, or ways
we can reach out, please let us know. We are always looking
for new ways to connect with our church family. Also, if you
are aware of someone who is sick, in the hospital or just needs
a few words of encouragement, please let Fae in the church
office know and she will get that information to our team.
Members of the team are: Karen Lalonde, Shirley Lamb, Betsy
Stout, Sandra Merchant, Bethany
Booth, Sandy Donaldson, Katina
Thompson, Kathy Perry, Pastor
Cori

Hello Everyone,
At Council this month, we discussed the purchase of a new
round table for the Martin Room, to improve the
space for meetings. A recommendation from Council was
made to the Trustees for consideration, to utilize up
to $3,000 from the Mary Cady bequest for this purchase.
Currently, the Missions and Hospitality Teams are working
hard to finalize plans for the Church Carnival on August 27th
from 11-3. This event is our way of reaching out to the community, to meet new people, and hopefully grow our church.
This coming Sunday, anyone who is interested in teaching
Sunday School or being an assistant should stay after church
for a Sunday School meeting. Sunday School will resume on
September 11th. We are always looking for volunteers to
serve in this ministry.
Jerry Aiken reported that the Trustees have not been able
to find the parts needed to fix the elevator. However, they
have installed a stairlift to help get people upstairs to the
sanctuary, when we resume worship services in the Sanctuary
this fall.
If at any time, you have anything that you think the Church
Council should consider to help grow the life of the Church
and help fulfill our mission, please contact me at
spbooth10@gmail.com. I would be glad to hear your input
and bring your suggestions to
the Church Council. Please
note that you are always welcome to attend our Church
Council meetings. Our next
meeting is on Wednesday,
September 14, 2022, at 6 p.m.
in the Martin Room.
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As the summer is drawing to a close, we say good bye to
the to-go lunches that we have been doing for over two years.
While that was one way to serve our community, we feel now
is the time to move forward to allow us to go back to in-person
dining. So, as of September 8, we will have dining in our hall.
How great it will seem to have voices joined in conversation
and fellowship while enjoying the food we have been so looking forward to preparing. We will be serving meals from 4pm
to 5:30 pm on Thursdays.
Over the last month we have served about 200 lunches every Thursday. Our numbers have been increasing due in part,
we think, to the beautiful weather, students out of school for
the summer and the price of food. We are not sure what we
will have when we come back in as it has been two years since
we did in-person meals. We do know that we are not planning
on doing any to-gos during this period of in-person dining.
We received a couple donations this month. We received a
grant from the Northern New York Community Foundation to
help us purchase food, the Food Bank of Central New York to
also help us buy food and fresh produce and St. Lawrence
County to assist with food and supplies for the program.
If you would like to volunteer to help, please see Kathy Perry. We can always use more help.
Community Meal team: Sandy Donaldson, Laura McGrath, Ruth Grant,
Lloyd and Corinna Bennett, Darcy
Sharpe, Karen Murray, Becky Glover
plus many other volunteers.

We have taken the summer off to rest and relax but are
ready to get back at it and get our work done. Our goals for
the upcoming year are to work with Pastor Cori on goals for
the upcoming year and fulfilling the items we laid out in the
covenant, mentoring our pastor on our expectations and working with the rest of the staff to determine what has been going
on and what their plans are for the next year. Additionally, we
will be conducting Sexual Harassment Training and discussing
the Heroes Act so that all of our staff will we be up to date
with what is happening.
Our committee is the conduit between the congregation
and the Pastor and the employees of the church. We need to
be able to represent all voices within our church community.
If there are concerns, issues, suggestions or just a pat on the
back for any of our employees, please bring it to any member
of our committee.
Working together we will move Massena First in the direction that God is calling us as we Serve Massena, Connect with
Jesus and Journey in Faith.
Committee members are: Kathy
Perry, Shirley Lamb, Barb Reid,
Charlotte Aiken, Betsy Stout, Nancy
Manley, Corrina Bennett and Carole
Norman
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We have had a summer of relaxation and refreshing our
voices. Now that fall is upon us, we want to regroup and begin
rehearsing and singing and playing again at our service. Additionally, we are contemplating doing a Cantata for this Christmas season and inviting voices from other churches and the
community as a whole. Choir rehearsals are at 10:30 Sunday
mornings in the choir room. We hope to sing for the Back to
Church Sunday on the 11th.
Our needs are a couple more people to play the bells. We
would anticipate playing the bells at least once per month but
need 4-8 people in order to do that. We started rehearsals
this week, and will plan on playing on the 11th. However, we
do need a few more bell ringers so if you are interested, let us
know and we will schedule rehearsals around when all of us
can be together.
Our choir needs new members. Do you sing in the shower
and love music. Come join us as we raise our voices to the
Lord. You do not have to be an expert; you just need to want
to sing.
Thank you to all who have been donating cans and bottles
to benefit our choir and our youth. We have put the money
into an account which allows us to buy new music and instruments as we may want.
If you have any interest in learning more, please see either
Sandy Donaldson or Josh
Barkley. The more voices
we have, the more varied
music we can sing and play.

Back to Church Sunday is on September 11th! After an exciting church service, please join us in the Fellowship Hall for a
potluck! Sandwiches and beverages will be provided, and we
ask that you please bring a dish to share if you are able! We
hope that you will join us!
Our next Hospitality meeting is on Thursday, September
15th at 4pm in the Martin Room. If you are interested in making newcomers and lifelong church members alike feel welcome, as well as planning fun activities for our church family,
please join us!
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Like many of the other committees, we have not been as
active this summer as we rested and refreshed for the upcoming year. We are now ready to get back to work and hope to
meet in the next few weeks to plan an agenda for the upcoming year.
What we did do is participate in the Ready 4 School event.
Thank you to all who donated school supplies and personal
care items. We brought those items with us on the 22nd of
August to the high school gym and helped serve over 100 families. What a great way for us to reach out to our community as
we Serve Massena.
We participated, as well, in the Church Family Fun Day.
What a great day it was. There were over 200 people who
came to our event and so many who helped put it on. It was a
day that many of us will remember for a long time.
d Massena.
As we begin planning for the upcoming year, we are charged
with being externally focused. We need to figure out how to
reach out to our community.
If you have any ideas or suggestions, we would love to hear
from you or if you wish to join the team we would love to have
you. Please contact any member of the committee to express
your interest or give your ideas. No idea is too far out for our
committee to consider.
Committee members: Katie Collette, Sandra Merchant, Judy
Wanke, Katina Thompson, Karen Lalonde, Debbie Moody, Jessica , Kathy Perry
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Now that the summer is over, we will regroup and refocus
on what needs to be done in the upcoming year. Specifically,
we need to look at our spending so far this year, our giving so
far this year and project our needs through the end of the
year. Additionally, we will begin building our budget for 2023
and establishing a theme for our Stewardship campaign.
We have some difficult decisions and choices to make but our
group is certainly up to the challenge. We will explore lots of
options and put forth some recommendations for Charge Conference consideration.
Here is where we are currently with our finances:
General
Memorials:
$1037
Choir:
$1833
Building:
$ 777
Missions General:
$ 291
Pastor’s Fund:
$ 342
Pastor’s Continuing Education: $1264
Trustees
Campership: $5365
Savings: $34,856
Our church expenses are paid from the general funds. The
Trustees’ money is used for special purposes with the money
in the savings account used to fund building and grounds upkeep, repair and improvements.
Additionally, the Mary Cady money is in a money market
account drawing interest. With the recommendation from the
Council, the Trustees voted to spend money from the Mary
Cady account to purchase a stairlift to make the sanctuary accessible while our elevator is out of service. The balance we
have to spend if $191,464.

Ready for School Event
School Supplies

Family Fun Day—8/27/2022

Committee Members: Barb Reid, Judy Wanke, Kathy Perry, Ed
Lalonde, Linda Weegar, Steven Booth, Katy Collette, Pastor
Cori
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We are looking for people who want to count the offering
on Sunday mornings. It needs to be two unrelated individuals. This takes about 15 minutes after each service and provides us with the double check required under the audit policies. We will have a sign up sheet for anyone who is interested.
Also, we are looking for individuals who are willing to light
the candles at the beginning of the service and put them out at
the end of the service. If you are interested in doing this,
please sign up on the clip board. We are anxious to begin and
end our service with the candles.
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This fall we will begin meeting again to find individuals who
want to serve on our committees and teams. We have not met
since last fall but were very happy with the number of people
who stepped up to work on teams that supported our church
mission.
If you are interested in serving on any team or committee,
please contact any member of the team or let Fae Colby know
and she will pass on the information. We would ideally like to
have everyone involved in some
group.

Committee Members: Pastor Cori, Corinna Bennett, Karen Lalonde,
Katina Thompson

We wish to thank you for donating your bottles and cans to
the church to benefit the choir and the youth group. It is greatly appreciated! By doing so, it allows us
to update our music, as well as assist
the youth group.

September Quote of the Month
“That old September feeling, left over from school days, of

summer passing, vacation nearly done, obligations gathering,
books and football in the air.”

– Wallace Stegner

We have not met in several months as we took the summer
to rest and relax. But now it’s time to get back to work. We
help the Pastor plan the worship service and get volunteers to
help with tech, communion and help with decorating the sanctuary.
If you are interested in being part of the team, we hope to
meet in the next two weeks to start planning for the fall. After
all, September 11 is Back to Church Sunday and we want it to
be special - as we hope every Sunday is. If you are interested in
being part of this team, contact any team member or Fae Colby who will get the information to the appropriate person.
Team Members: Pastor
Cori, Sandy Donaldson,
Nancy Manley, Josh Barkley, Lloyd Bennett, Karen
Lalonde,

